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meet their nemesis

- Case Study

idn't we all love a gentle

breeze during the

summer? And in doing

so many readers will have
admired their beautiful windows
time and again.

Then the autumn comes.The seasonal
change will soon turn that warm fresh air into
hideously cold draughts. In years gone by we
could turn on the heating without too much
thought. This year, with astonishingly high fuel
costs, the story could be different.

However, this is a good news story of an
LPOC member in Shropshire, who wants to
share what they have done to improve their
windows. As a consequence of the work, they
believe their windows are better than ever,
their expectation of staying warm could not
be higher; and their heating bill should not be
any more expensive than it need be.

“Our Georgian house is well built with 4
floors and thick walls so, the principal cause
of heat loss has been through the large sash
windows, all single glazed, some with the
original thin glass. Furthermore, the joinery
in some of the sash windows is very old and
certainly not up to modern standards which
causes even more draughts, especially on
windy days.

We really wanted to learn first hand what
worked well because actually it was the whole
house that needed fixing. So, with replacing
the windows being out of the question, we
looked into secondary glazing.

It was very important to us that any
secondary glazing must not be obtrusive
nor take anything away from the beauty and
charm of the original windows.

The solution for my office did all that we
needed. Some skilled minimalist joinery
proved almost indistinguishable from the
original window frame and even more so
once the frame of the secondary panels

had been painted in the same colour as

the sash frame.We soon had most of the
rest of our windows fitted with secondary
glazing. More recently, we tackled the first-
floor reception room which has a 3-sided
'observation deck' type window and has been
a great source of heat loss and draughts. We
had left this until last because we knew it was
going to be particularly challenging and were
not sure it would even be possible. After a
bit of head scratching we found a solution,
and we think the result is marvellous. We will
reap the benefits in the coming months. The
'spectacle’ quality glazing material is very clear
and almost impossible to see from anywhere
other than close up.The panels are easily
removed and, as a 'special' for us, a clever
stacking system enables the bottom panel to
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The first winter in our home taught us
something had to be done. The room I use for
my office has a large sash window close to my
desk, so | get the lovely benefit of daylight, but
it was like sitting (hours at a time) in a fridge.
The heating wasn't solving this; indeed it was
just money being wasted. This was the obvious
choice of room to test a possible solution in.

be removed and stored in front of the top
panel during the summer months thereby
easily allowing the bottom sash to be opened.

The exclusion of draughts and external noise
has achieved all of our expectations whilst not
in any way diminishing the historic charm of
the house.”
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